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Overview

The American Association of Variable Star Observers (AAVSO) is an international non-profit organization dedicated to 
variable star research. 

There are literally hundreds of thousands of variable stars and professional astronomers do not have the time or 
resources to observe even a fraction of them. This is where individual observers bring value to the AAVSO.

The role of the AAVSO is:
• Observe, study and analyze variable stars
• Collect and archive variable star data for scientists, educators and the public to use
• Enable amateur astronomers to collaborate with professional astronomers
• Promote scientific education and research
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Main Page



CATALOGS - AAVSO Areas of Interest

(c) Boyce Research Initiatives and Education Foundation.        
Visit: Boyce Astro @ http://www.boyce-astro.org 4

Variable Star Main Page
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How to Observe Variable Stars
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Obtaining Data for your Variable Star
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Variable Star Tutorials
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Variable Star Index (VSX)

Main database for retrieving Variable Star data
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Variable Star Plotter (VSP)
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AAVSO Target Tool
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Observation Planning
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Data Access Portal
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VStar
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APASS
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Summary

The AAVSO, whose origin extends beyond 100 years ago, is 
dedicated to research and outreach. 

Professionals and amateurs can contribute to the field of Variable 
Stars. 

Beyond their suite of tools, there are many active groups to 
become a  part of: 

Exoplanets
Cataclysmic Variables
Eclipsing Binaries
Short Period Pulsators (ex. RR Lyrae)
Long Period Variables (ex. Mira)
Young Stellar Objects (ex. T Tauri)
High Energy (ex. Novae, supernova, Gamma ray bursts)
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Questions?


