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How to Format Data from the USNO

Overview

This presentation follows “How to Request Data from the USNO. Once you receive the historical data 
for your selected Double Star, use this lesson to format your data for review. 
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1. Key points to this email:
• Attachments are the historical data 

for the requested stars (NOTE: If you 
have requested multiple stars, you 
will receive multiple files. One for 
each system)

• Data Request Key
• Verification of what you requested.

2. Save the attachments. 
• The next section will review how to 

format and understand the 
information contained within.
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3. Historical Data Raw File
• When you open this file, it will appear in Notepad, or whatever application you use to ready ASCII text.
• As you can see below, the information is scattered and unusable in this format. Trying to format in Notepad 

will not work. We will use Microsoft Word.
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4. In the window, either use EDIT – SELECT ALL or using the keyboard type CTRL+A
5. In the Edit menu, select COPY, or using your keyboard type CTRL+C
6. Open Word.
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7. Using the Edit menu, select Paste, or using your keyboard type CTRL+V
8. The following will appear

• It is almost formatted, but not quite
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9. Select the LAYOUT menu.
10. Click on ORIENTATION
11. Select LANDSCAPE
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12. Closer, but not yet there.
13. Using the keyboard, type CTRL+A
14. Select HOME menu
15. In the FONT Box, select COURIER NEW
16. In the FONT SIZE Box, select 9
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17. The window will change to look like the below. Everything is now formatted and fits to scale.
• The next lesson will break down how to read this data. NOTE: it appears very difficult, but we will walk through it.
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Summary

The data as it is received from the WDS is not in a useful format.  This guide provides you 
with one way to format it into a readable property.
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Questions?
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