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Online Catalogs

Overview

This lesson will focus on SIMBAD. This catalog can be accessed via two methods: CDS and Stelle Doppie.

Information that can be accessed is: Stellar data and summaries and Publication information.
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SIMBAD via Stelle Doppie
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SIMBAD via Stelle Doppie

The initial page will show a list of cataloged stars 
around the RA/DEC from the WDS star inserted into 
Stelle Doppie. 

The stars will be listed by distance from center.

Click on the desired identifier to access more 
information.
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SIMBAD via Stelle Doppie
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
SiMBAD is principally used to access published papers that are referenced in your WDS historical 
data such as this example:
Click on the SiMBAD link.
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
When you click on the SiMBAD link, you will see a page like below. Our attention will focus on the red area: “Queries” 
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
Click on “reference query”
You will see a page like the screen capture on the right.
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
If you were to click on the link for “Journals” you 
would get a list of the various Journals that can be 
queried by SiMBAD. See image right. These names 
may also be in your references from the USNO. 
Scroll through the list.
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
We will now process an example using the reference below, extracted from the historical file of a Double Star.
In the “Enter a bibcode or a DOI:” section, we added this info in the “bibcode or DOI” line:
To be repetitive, it was also added in the separate blocks in the “or reference items” line.
Hit “Submit bibcode”
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
Here is the page that was displayed as a result 
of the query:
The following data is provided:

Abstract
Abstract Copyright
Journal Keywords
Simbad Comments
VizieR on-line data (VizieR to be discussed 
later)
Simbad Objects
Links, and
CDS Status

Now, click on “Full Paper” located on the 
“Links” line.
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
After clicking on the “Full Paper” link, this is 
displayed. NOTE: This format of this page will 
vary by catalog.
Search the page for the link to the full paper.  
In this case, it is here.
Click on it.
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SIMBAD via CDS for Research
The paper in which the star was referenced will appear. 
Save the paper.
Review the paper for your star.
Make references as appropriate in your research paper.
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Questions?
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