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Overview

In 1973, Landolt published a list of stars carefully transformed to the Johnson UBV system. He extended that list to 
include stars in the Cousins RC and IC bands in 1983. This was further refined in 1992.

This includes fields near the celestial equator as well as regions farther north and south of the equator. 

The Landolt catalog has become the de facto standard for transforming to the UBVRCIC system. 
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Landolt Publications

In a series of papers, Landolt provided a process and measurements for 
standard photometric stars around the celestial equator, as well as more 
northern and southern stars. 

In these papers, the results are outlined as seen below. 
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Web Resources

Online websites, such as Mount 
Hamilton Observatory seen here, 
provides a means to search for 
standards within certain RAs. 
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Summary

Standard stars place photometric observations on a common platform.

Using these stars allows you to calibrate your photometric system against these well-defined systems and establish 
Transform Coefficients for each of your filters. 

From these coefficients, you can make photometric measurements, apply the coefficient to achieve standardized 
measurements that are useful for others and other projects. 
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Questions?


